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Robin Blut at 713-839-8855 office

Keep Houston Beautiful and Mayor Bill & Andrea White Salute 2009 Mayor’s Proud Partners

Charles R. “Butch” Robinson and the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™ to Receive Top Honors for Volunteerism and Philanthropy

[HOUSTON, Texas]- [November 16, 2009]-Keep Houston Beautiful will recognize exceptional local individuals, neighborhoods, businesses and organizations for their volunteer efforts during the Mayor’s Proud Partners Awards Luncheon, on Monday November 16, 2009.  The reception will begin at 11:00 a.m. at the Hilton Post Oak Houston Hotel and will follow with the luncheon and awards program at noon.

There will be a presentation to the 2009 Outstanding Proud Partner of the Year, Charles R. “Butch” Robinson and the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™.  Accepting the award will be Charles R. “Butch” Robinson, Chairman of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™.  Recycling has been a regular feature of the show for 15 years, relatively new to the Rodeo is the Ranching and Wildlife Committee. The committee’s mission is to blend together two of Texas’ most important industries.  Promoting native Texas plant and wildlife species is the committee’s purpose. 
 The event will also showcase Charles and Beth Miller as the J. Howard Rambin, III Founder Award for their innovative beautification through esplanades and right-of-way landscaping.  The Apache Foundation will receive the Beautification Award for commitment to funding and planting a million trees in the Houston Area.  Jim Olive is the 2009 Distinguished Service winner. 

Individual tickets are available for $100-$500.  Table sponsorships are available for $1,000-$25,000.  Proceeds support neighborhood cleanups and beautification initiatives in the city.  Please visit our website at www.houstonbeautiful.org for more information.  A complete list with contact information of each winner follows.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 16, 2008

Contact: Robin Blut, Keep Houston Beautiful… 713-839-8855

The following is a contact list of individuals, companies and community groups who will be honored at the 25th annual Keep Houston Beautiful Mayor’s Proud Partners Awards luncheon on Monday, November 16, 2009. The event will be held from 11:30a.m.-1:30p.m. at the Houston Post Oak Hilton Hotel 2001 Post Oak Blvd.

Mayor’s Outstanding Proud Partner Award

Recipient: Charles R. “Butch” Robinson, Chairman of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™
Contact: Suzy Martin, 832-667-1193, 77054, martin@rodeohouston.com
This year’s Outstanding Proud Partner, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, is a leader in recycling.  At the 2009 event, 107,980 pounds of cardboard and 42,100 pounds of aluminum were recycled largely through the efforts of the Facility Services Committee.
J. Howard Rambin, III Founder Award
Recipient: Charles & Beth Miller
Contact: 1113 Jackson Blvd 77024, 713-528-6633, martinplas@aol.com  

The Millers have beautified many Houston Police Department properties including the Police Academy, Eastside Patrol Station, and the Police Memorial.  The Houston Fire Department, numerous schools, and the Houston Zoo are also among the beneficiaries of their interest in making Houston more beautiful.
Beautification Award

Recipient: Apache Corporation 

Contact: 2000 Post Oak Blvd Suite 77026, 713-296-7189, castelen.moore@apachecorp.com  
Through the Million Trees effort, Apache Foundation has to provide one million trees throughout the Apache Corporation's operating area.  Apache reached that goal in April 2009, and announced a new commitment for one million more trees for Harris, Ft. Bend and Montgomery counties.
Distinguished Service Award
Recipient: Jim Olive
Contact: 1410 Hutchins 77003, 713-520-0898, jim@stockyard.com
Jim sees the beauty of Houston wherever he goes and shares it through his photography.  His passion for the greater Houston community comes through in every image.  Keep Houston Beautiful has been a lucky beneficiary of his passion.

Mayor’s Proud Partners Award Recipients:
Adopt A Ditch
City of Houston Public Works & Engineering, Overbrook Civic Association, Teach for America
Contact: 611 Walker, 20th Floor 77002, 713-837-7516, derrick.neal@cityofhouston.net
This successful demonstration project shows that plants can help clean storm water as it flows through ditches along thoroughfares and in esplanades before emptying into area bayous. 

Buckboard Park & Chelsea Walk Apartments
Greenspoint Redevelopment Authority
Contact: 450 Gears Road, Suite 200 77067, 281-877-9958, sbradford@greenspoint.org
In 2007, the Greenspoint Redevelopment Authority acquired 3.5 acres of land adjacent to 1.5 acres it already owned to transform high weeds and debris into a site for Buckboard Park.   Located across the street from Black Elementary School, the park’s design incorporates love of nature with opportunities for exercise and play.

Buffalo Bayou Paddle Trail
Bayou Preservation Association
Contact: P.O. Box 131563 77219, 713-529-6443, cbrejot@aol.com
Buffalo Bayou was designated as an official state paddling trail by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  The Bayou Preservation Association spearheaded the project which included the upgrading of canoe launches at various locations along the paddle trail.
Making West Bellfort a Beautiful Boulevard
Carlos Mata
Contact: 5802 Warm Springs 77035, 281-814-8742, westburycc@sbcglobal.net
Carlos Mata has shown that just one dedicated volunteer working with a modest budget can make a dramatic difference in a community.  He focused his energy on the condition of the West Bellfort esplanade.  
City of Katy, Parks & Recreation, Play Station
City of Katy
Contact: 5718 2nd Street 77493, 281-391-4726, jwolman@cityofkaty.com
The City of Katy began updating parks and playgrounds in the city about four years ago. The need for a large play area for the multiple handicapped was deemed a specific need. With support from the Be An Angel Foundation, Inc. of Houston, as many as 200 children have been seen playing together in this unbelievable, multipurpose outdoor facility.
Comcast Cares Day
Comcast
Contact: 8590 West Tidwell, 77040, 713-895-2443, june_lohman@cable.comcast.com
On Houston’s second annual Comcast Cares Day, over 1,500 Comcast employees, families, and friends volunteered 9,000 hours at eight project sites across the Greater Houston Area in a single, highly effective day of service.  Employees landscaped, power-washed, painted, and, most importantly, beautified the sites which were predominantly schools  
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Eco-Holdings, LLC
Gary Beck
Contact: 4010 Blue Bonnet Blvd 77025, Suite 114, 713-377-4209, eco@ecoegr.com
Gary Beck has been the engineer-of-record for several notable Houston LEED certified projects and a leader in the green home building movement.  Through three LEED projects and 11 low-income low energy residential projects in Houston, Gary has demonstrated value engineering that reduces both construction costs and the amount of forested materials consumed for the projects, without reducing the structural integrity or the long term durability of the homes.
Emile Street Community Farm
Last Organic Outpost
Contact: 1719 Live Oak St, Unit C 77207, 713-444-0067, lastorganicoutput@gmail.com
Dedicated to urban agriculture and environmental sustainability in Houston, the Last Organic Outpost’s Emile Community Farm in Fifth Ward is the largest community garden in Houston and covers two acres.  
Endangered Species Media Project 
Contact: 1813 Missouri Street 77006, 713-520-1985, esmp@neosoft.com
For more than 20 years, the Endangered Species Media Project has promoted greater understanding of how the quality of human life is enhanced by the preservation of wilderness and wildlife.
Girl Scouts Forever Green Community Action and Reflective Roof Overlay/Solar Panel Installation
Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council

Contact: 3110 Southwest Freeway 77098, 713-292-0207, jcurran@sjgs.org
Girl Scouts Forever Green developed as a collaborative project between Girl Scouts of the USA and ten pilot councils to make school buildings more energy efficient and healthy.
Houston Brewery Boilers of the Future 

Anheuser-Busch, Inc. Houston Brewery
Contact: 775 Gellhorn 77029, 713-545-2468, phillip.jost@anheuser-busch.com
The Houston brewery’s four boilers have undergone extensive improvements to reduce fossil fuel usage and NOx (“knocks”) emission rates.  As of May 2009, the Houston brewery’s boilers utilize low NOx burner technology, flue gas recirculation, and two different sources of renewable fuels that are providing over 70% of the brewery fuel needs.
Hurricane Ike Debris Removal & Recycling Effort
City of Houston Solid Waste Department
Contact: 611 Walker 77002, 713-837-9164, marina.joseph@cityofhouston.net
In less than two weeks, over 46,800 truck loads of 1,817,796 cubic yards of storm debris had been cleared from Houston neighborhoods through a team effort by the City’s Solid Waste Management Department’s heavy trash crews, yard trimmings and curbside recycling crews, as well as contingency contractor crews and Sister Texas cities of San Antonio, Austin, Fort Worth and Dallas.                   -more-
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Keith Weiss Park; Recreation plus Rain Multi-Use Development
Houston Parks & Recreation Department

Harris Flood Control District

Harris County Public Infrastructure Department

Contact: 601 Sawyer 77007, 713-865-4505, karen.cullar@cityofhouston.net
This $12 million multiuse park development project spanned 15 years and sets a new standard for environmentally sensitive design and implementation.  Through the work of three public agencies, the Keith-Weiss Park now seamlessly blends the use of 112 acres of stormwater detention into the recreational features of a predominately natural 500-acre park in northeast Houston.
Lake Plaza & Hermann Park Railroad
Hermann Park Conservancy
Contact: 6201-A Golf Course Drive 77030, 713-524-5879, ewright@hermannpark.org
The $14 million Lake Plaza and Hermann Park Railroad improvement projects added:  Kinder Station which is the Hermann Park train’s main station, The Tiffany and Company Foundation Bridge, Little Bigs café, dining terrace, public restrooms, gift shop, pedal boat lagoon, and volunteer and maintenance building. The old miniature trains were replaced with two new trains, and expansion of the track to expose riders to more areas of the park. 

Lee & Joe Jamail Skatepark
Houston Parks & Recreation Department
Contact: 601 Sawyer 77007, 713-865-4505, karen.cullar@cityofhouston.net
With the financial and employee volunteer assistance of UBS and the donation of land from Small Steps board member Robert Magner, the Small Steps Community Garden was built and planted in October 2007.  UBS brought out 40 volunteers on two separate occasions to build the concrete walls for the garden beds and prepared the beds for planting. 
Let’s Grow Potting Event
Chevron
Contact: 1400 Smith, Suite 13040 77002, 713-372-4824, whebert@chevron.com
500 volunteers join together to plant 6,000 seedlings donated by the Texas Forest Service. Chevron employees and local volunteers nurture the trees over a nine-month period providing the necessary water, fertilizer and weed abatement. In December, seedlings are available to the public for free.

“This is Houston” Mosaic Mural Public Art Project
Leadership Houston Class XXVII
Contact: 3100 Weslayan, Suite 377 77057, 713-877-9090, macy@four22creative.com
This public art project is designed to raise awareness of Houston's diversity. A plain brick building wall was replaced by this beautiful 6 foot by 30 foot tile mosaic mural, transforming the corner of Montrose Boulevard and California Street.  The mosaic mural includes images relevant to Houston's uniqueness and strengths in the areas of art, diversity, education, the environment, leadership, and healthcare.
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