
   

 

From that point on it became Houstonôs first port and successful commercial center. 

Thus, this step in the process of revitalizing and rejuvenating Allenôs Landing was the 

perfect addition to the celebration of Houstonôs 175th birthday. 

 

There were over 100 volunteers from Loweôs, as well as, students from Paul  Revere 

Middle School, members of the Houston Rockets staff , and Republic Services plus 

other volunteers. They picked up garbage and debris around the bayou, swept, 

removed silt, pressure washed the area, repaired and replaced the big marine chains, 

removed and/or covered graffiti, laid mulch, pulled weeds, and repainted everything 

with black oil-based Rest-Oleum to prevent future rusting. 

 

Living Earth Technology provided mulch made of trees and brush collected 

throughout Houston and recycled for beneficial reuse. Loweôs donated shovels, rakes, 

wheel barrels, paint, paintbrushes, replacement chains/parts, and brooms. The 

generators were donated by local stores and returned. 

 

Many thanks should be given to Mimi Jones from Loweôs who coordinated the event, 

as well as, Loweôs Heroes, a company-wide volunteer initiative that offers employees 

the opportunity to work on a project in their neighborhood. Programs focus on public 

education and community improvement. Seventy-five people from Loweôs 

volunteered. Mimi reports, ñThe team enjoyed it. It was a blast!ò 

 

In addition to the cleanup of Allenôs Landing, a $100,000 grant was presented to Paul 

Revere Middle School on behalf of Loweôs and the Loweôs Charitable and 

Educational Foundation. This grant will aid in the upgrade of the schoolôs auditorium 

including seating, sound and light systems, painting and other upgrades. 
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On April 7, 2011 the Scotts Miracle-Gro Company and its GRO1000 initiative national and 

local partners along with the City of Houston, Keep Houston Beautiful, Keep Texas Beautiful, 

more than 500 local students, parents, and staff of Piney Point, state and local officials as well 

as members of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church dedicated and installed community gardens 

at the newly-built and environmentally-certified Piney Point Elementary School. Not only will it 

serve as a learning center for the students but also a portion of the siteôs edible harvests will be 

donated to Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church to support the hunger needs of the local 

community. 

GRO1000 is a national and local partnership spearheaded by Scotts Miracle-Gro with a 

commitment to establish 1,000 community gardens and green spaces throughout the United 

States, Canada and Europe by 2018. The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company believes in the life-

enhancing qualities that gardens bring to people and the environment. The program is designed 

to bring gardens and access to green spaces to communities and neighborhoods. This is the third 

community garden Scotts Miracle-Gro and its partners have built in the state. The garden will 

benefit generations to come though educating the students on proper gardening and good 

nutrition, providing them a great connection to nature and it will give back to the community 

through harvest donation and the pleasures of having a garden.  

ñDue to its recent environmental design recognition, Piney Point Elementary is an ideal location to showcase sustainability efforts 

like community gardening,ò said Mayor Annise Parker. ñWe are grateful to be recognized as a GRO1000 city and welcome this 

unique opportunity for our youth which will combine fun with important lessons about the environment.ò 

ñAs members of the Scotts Miracle-Gro family and residents of Houston, we are proud to bring GRO1000 to our city,ò said Jim 

Tates, Southwest Regional President, Scotts Miracle-Gro. ñOur commitment to communities, like Houston, and giving back to those 

in need is central to GRO1000.ò Fifty volunteers from Scotts Miracle-Gro Southwest Region assisted in the installation of the nature 

learning center.  

The Garden dedication kicked off the installation with a performance by the 

Piney Point Elementary drum line. During the ceremony students at Piney 

Point recited the Gardenerôs Pledge and read a poem pertaining to nature and 

gardening. Ed Gonzales, Acting Mayor Pro Tem, Council Member District 

H of the City of Houston presented a proclamation from Mayor Annise 

Parker to Scotts Miracle-Gro. The City of Houston presented a community 

garden proclamation to Scotts Miracle-Gro and in return Scotts Miracle-Gro 

presented a grant check to Keep Houston Beautiful. Other speakers at the 

dedication were Jim Tates, Southwest Regional President of Scotts Miracle-

Gro, Laura Spanjan, Director of Sustainability of the City of Houston, 

Bobbie Swaby, Principal of Piney Point Elementary, Keiji Asakura, of 

Asakura Robinson and Gail Cunningham of Keep America Beautiful.  

 

 
Houston Welcomes GRO1000 Gardens & Green Spaces Initiative  

Continued on next page... 
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Houston Welcomes GRO1000 Gardens & Green Spaces Initiative (continued) 

The event featured a variety of interactive educational gardening activities for students, under the 

direction of horticulturist Bill Dawson of Franklin Park Conservatory in Columbus, Ohio, 

culminating in the presentation of the Give Back To Gro National Youth Gardener Award to 

Piney Point Elementary student Fatou Marre, who has demonstrated leadership and passion in 

environmental awareness. Fatou described the project as ñthe chance to learn, plant and help 

project,ò in her application essay for the award. Fatou spent hours planning and dreaming about 

this project because itôs her passion to help make a difference in the community and the world. 

She even dreams of coming back while in middle school to help where needed. Her eloquent 

essay describes how the gardens will help reduce the amount of plastic used in the city and make 

playing outdoors seem more natural compared to many playgrounds where plastic and wires are 

commonplace. It will also reduce the amount of CO2 emissions in the community and increase the 

amount of oxygen through the addition of the plants. Fatou closed her essay with a statement on 

how not only is the new garden more environmentally friendly and beneficial but also beautiful! 

ñI LOVE nature!ò It is students and members of the community like Fatou who will help the 

outdoor learning center continue to flourish and thrive. 

Over 100 volunteers from Scotts Miracle-Gro, Keep Houston Beautiful, Garden Associates of 

America, and Franklin Park Conservatory, as well as parents of Piney Point Elementary students, 

city employees, and members of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church took part in the installation. They were supervised by 

members of the Keep Houston Beautiful Beautification Committee led by Co-Chairs Susan Cita and Sallé Morse.  

 

Elizabeth Renton, an associate of the landscape architecture firm Asakura Robinson, masterfully choreographed the garden design 

and oversaw the daily materials and plant supplies order required for plan execution. The City of Houston Public Works and 

Engineering Right-of-Way and Fleet Maintenance Division crews used heavy equipment to create walking paths, multiple beams and 

a wetlands area literally engaging in landscape art to reshape the sports field and playgrounds. Bobbie Swaby, Piney Point 

Elementary Principal, was so impressed with the work she offered the crew leader a permanent office at the school.  

 

The newly installed gardens will serve as a learning landscape, a carefully prepared natural playing and learning environment which 

utilizes natural materials and settings to develop and enhance skills. The space can adapt to evolving needs or uses as well as be 

creatively modified when necessary.  

 

Tree cookies, stumps cut into different sizes which serve as steps or stoops for children to play on, were picked up and delivered to 

the school by Martin Chavez with the Greater East End Management District. Three vine tepees, one butterfly garden, and two rain 

gardens were installed. Twenty trees and thirty shrubs were planted and mulched. A hay bale maze was created using hay bales 

donated by the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. Members of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church created the layout for the 

raised vegetable garden and planter maze while volunteers assembled the planters. Mulch for the walking path was donated by 

CenterPoint Energy and Trees for Houston contributed eight Pine trees. Students will continue to plant seeds, care for the growing 

produce and tend to the garden as a part of their outdoor education. 

 

The Scotts Miracle-Gro GRO1000 commitment is a partnership with Keep America Beautiful, the Garden Writers Association, Plant 

A Row for the Hungry, the National Gardening Association, Franklin Park Conservatory, and local partners Keep Houston Beautiful, 

Keep Texas Beautiful and the City of Houston. The garden would not have been possible without the local support from Boyer, Inc.; 

Comcast ï Houston Region; Home Depot; TBG; Tim Hansen, ASLA; Trees for Houston; Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church; Pine 

Point Elementary PTO; Beyer Construction; Westheimer Tree and Crane Experts; and CenterPoint Energy.  

Other 2011 GRO1000 showcase installation locations 

include Tampa; Los Angeles; New York; Chicago; 

Ontario, Canada; and sites soon to be announced.  

Susan Cita, 

Beautification 

Committee  

Co-Chair, puts 

on a big early 

morning smile at 

Piney Point.  


