
   

 

From that point on it became Houstonôs first port and successful commercial center. 

Thus, this step in the process of revitalizing and rejuvenating Allenôs Landing was the 

perfect addition to the celebration of Houstonôs 175th birthday. 

 

There were over 100 volunteers from Loweôs, as well as, students from Paul  Revere 

Middle School, members of the Houston Rockets staff , and Republic Services plus 

other volunteers. They picked up garbage and debris around the bayou, swept, 

removed silt, pressure washed the area, repaired and replaced the big marine chains, 

removed and/or covered graffiti, laid mulch, pulled weeds, and repainted everything 

with black oil-based Rest-Oleum to prevent future rusting. 

 

Living Earth Technology provided mulch made of trees and brush collected 

throughout Houston and recycled for beneficial reuse. Loweôs donated shovels, rakes, 

wheel barrels, paint, paintbrushes, replacement chains/parts, and brooms. The 

generators were donated by local stores and returned. 

 

Many thanks should be given to Mimi Jones from Loweôs who coordinated the event, 

as well as, Loweôs Heroes, a company-wide volunteer initiative that offers employees 

the opportunity to work on a project in their neighborhood. Programs focus on public 

education and community improvement. Seventy-five people from Loweôs 

volunteered. Mimi reports, ñThe team enjoyed it. It was a blast!ò 

 

In addition to the cleanup of Allenôs Landing, a $100,000 grant was presented to Paul 

Revere Middle School on behalf of Loweôs and the Loweôs Charitable and 

Educational Foundation. This grant will aid in the upgrade of the schoolôs auditorium 

including seating, sound and light systems, painting and other upgrades. 
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Allenôs Landing Gets a Makeover 
On April 1st, the Keep Houston 

Beautiful Day kickoff was held at 

Allenôs Landing. KHB partnered with 

Loweôs Heroes to clean up and 

revitalize Allenôs Landing on Buffalo 

Bayou. Described as ñHoustonôs 

Heartò and itôs ñPlymouth Rock,ò 

Allenôs Landing was where, according 

to legend, August C. and John K. 

Allen first arrived to claim Houston. 
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On April 7, 2011 the Scotts Miracle-Gro Company and its GRO1000 initiative national and 

local partners along with the City of Houston, Keep Houston Beautiful, Keep Texas Beautiful, 

more than 500 local students, parents, and staff of Piney Point, state and local officials as well 

as members of Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church dedicated and installed community gardens 

at the newly-built and environmentally-certified Piney Point Elementary School. Not only will it 

serve as a learning center for the students but also a portion of the siteôs edible harvests will be 

donated to Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church to support the hunger needs of the local 

community. 

GRO1000 is a national and local partnership spearheaded by Scotts Miracle-Gro with a 

commitment to establish 1,000 community gardens and green spaces throughout the United 

States, Canada and Europe by 2018. The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company believes in the life-

enhancing qualities that gardens bring to people and the environment. The program is designed 

to bring gardens and access to green spaces to communities and neighborhoods. This is the third 

community garden Scotts Miracle-Gro and its partners have built in the state. The garden will 

benefit generations to come though educating the students on proper gardening and good 

nutrition, providing them a great connection to nature and it will give back to the community 

through harvest donation and the pleasures of having a garden.  

ñDue to its recent environmental design recognition, Piney Point Elementary is an ideal location to showcase sustainability efforts 

like community gardening,ò said Mayor Annise Parker. ñWe are grateful to be recognized as a GRO1000 city and welcome this 

unique opportunity for our youth which will combine fun with important lessons about the environment.ò 

ñAs members of the Scotts Miracle-Gro family and residents of Houston, we are proud to bring GRO1000 to our city,ò said Jim 

Tates, Southwest Regional President, Scotts Miracle-Gro. ñOur commitment to communities, like Houston, and giving back to those 

in need is central to GRO1000.ò Fifty volunteers from Scotts Miracle-Gro Southwest Region assisted in the installation of the nature 

learning center.  

The Garden dedication kicked off the installation with a performance by the 

Piney Point Elementary drum line. During the ceremony students at Piney 

Point recited the Gardenerôs Pledge and read a poem pertaining to nature and 

gardening. Ed Gonzales, Acting Mayor Pro Tem, Council Member District 

H of the City of Houston presented a proclamation from Mayor Annise 

Parker to Scotts Miracle-Gro. The City of Houston presented a community 

garden proclamation to Scotts Miracle-Gro and in return Scotts Miracle-Gro 

presented a grant check to Keep Houston Beautiful. Other speakers at the 

dedication were Jim Tates, Southwest Regional President of Scotts Miracle-

Gro, Laura Spanjan, Director of Sustainability of the City of Houston, 

Bobbie Swaby, Principal of Piney Point Elementary, Keiji Asakura, of 

Asakura Robinson and Gail Cunningham of Keep America Beautiful.  

 

 
Houston Welcomes GRO1000 Gardens & Green Spaces Initiative  
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